DELICATE   PORTION.                        281

and intestines, without any other preparation than
imperfectly squeezing out their contents, were
wanned over the fire, and then, in nearly a raw
state, divided among the natives, who ate them
with great relish, the King receiving his portion
with the rest. His Majesty now presented our
party with a leg, shoulder, breast, and small saddle,
and afterwards divided what remained among: his

o

chiefs, reserving the head for himself, which, after
being well scorched, he ordered to be taken to his
hut.

A more curious part of this singular feast re-
mains to be described.    On opening the animal, it
was found to be with young,   when the uterus,
containing two lambs, each about six inches long,
was,   as a particular mark of favour or respect,
placed in my hands :   but, not appreciating  the
gift so highly as probably had been expected, I im-
mediately laid it aside. After the departure of the
King, it was a second time brought to me, and I now
contrived, by shaking my head, and other demon-
strations, to make them comprehend that I did not
intend to make use of it, and that it was entirely
at their service.    This was, without doubt, very
agreeable intelligence;  for,   having  pricked the
sac, to allow the liquor to drain away, and laid it
for a short time before the fire, the whole was di-
vided into portions, and eaten up apparently with
avidity and delight.

The above meal was purely carnivorous, for nei-